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It was like strolling back in time ... back when walking or riding a horse-drawn wagon
were the principle modes of travel.
On Thursday, I took a walk across the S-shaped old, but new, historic Blaine Bridge
which was first opened in 1828.
Except for a few minor adjustments, restoration of the historic span, the oldest in the
State of Ohio, has been completed.
And to me it looked magnificent. "I'll bet it didn't look this good when it was built," I
commented to the employee of Sheldon, Gantt Co., the firm that restored the old bridge.
"I'm sure it didn't," commented the workman as we walked on the brick lined deck. "This
bridge looks pretty solid to me ... like it could easily support light automobile traffic," I
commented to the worker from the firm that restored the bridge. "It could but you won't
see any traffic on it. They couldn't go no where anyway," he answered, gesturing toward
the tree and weed covered hillside slope at the west end of the span.
At that time there were workers installing barrier type structures at each end of the bridge
to prevent cars from getting onto the span. "We'll be finished with everything here in a
couple of days,' he added.
Sue Douglass of St. Clairsville, who has been a driving force behind the restoration of the
historic span, announced last week the preservation project has been completed. To
celebrate, she said a community special event will be held on Sunday, Sept. 18.
On hand for that event will be numerous county, local, and state officials and dignitaries
to participate in the ribbon cutting ceremony at 2 p.m. After the ceremony the bridge will
be opened for public tours at 5 p.m. Food will be available and a musical program will be
presented.
Al Molnar may be reached via email at: amole0420@aol.com

